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FARRINGTON’S REGIMENT.

The 29th Regiment of Foot (now known as the Worcestershire and Sherwood Forest
Regiment) was originally ralsed by Colonel Thomas Farrington of the Coldsiream Guards
under a Royal Warrant dated 16th February, 1694 and was known as "Farrington’s Regiment”
in accordance with exdsting practice of caliing Regiments after their Colonel

This year, 1994, the Regiment will has served our soverelgn's and country for 300
years, no mean achlevement when you recall the changes taken place In that time span.

The background to ralsing of the Regiment Is given in some detail below.

“On the Meeting of Parliament in November, 1693, King Willlam lIl., attrib ti=71 e want
of success In the late campalgn against Louis XIV. to the insufficlenc, of cur forces,
demanded that the army and navy should be augmented, upon which th . Hoi se of Comorons
voted that the establishment of the former should be Increased to 3.1,

On Warrants being shortly after Issued for the ralsing of 10 Regiaents of C.val~y and
15 of Infantry, the command of one of the latter was, on the ' 6%\« February, i624, yiven to
Colonel Thomas Farrington, of the Coldstream Guards."

Arms for Colonel Farrington’s Regiment of F ..

A Regiment of Foot, to be forthwith 12§, Commewde.' by our Trusty and
Wellbeloved Coll. Thomas Farrington, consistin, of t..elve Com,an,’s, and one Company of
Grenadlers, each company of sixty private .n+.a, Jwee Corpurals;, three Serjeants and two
Drummers, beside Commission Officer. Ou - Wil and Pl :8%ure, therefore Is.....

. Each Company of Infantry (th. Zr nadler erce e ) consisted of 14 Pikemen and 48
Musketeers. Each foot Soldler car fe a wword. ard ex ~h Plkeman a plke of 18 feet long; each
Musketeer a musquet, with a cridar »* Sandolle +o: ti.~ oarrels of the musquet were about four
feet long, and cartied a ball 11 of which w~izh3a a pound. The grenadiers were armed with
firelocks, and to have use.' cariridg=s, to . ave slings, sword, bayonet, and pouch, with
Grenades. They had alf 0 h3tchets wh* which after firing and throwing thelr Grenades, they
were, on the com™an ' == on," to r.sh .pon the Enemy. Until the reign of Willlam Ili, hats
with very wide briig = d feathers w=re worn. The inconvenience of such brims being felt,
first one , and thes * 'o sides w=re ‘urned up, About the reign of Queen Anne a third side was
turned up, <¢ cocked. Captal's carried plkes; Lleutenants partizan; Ensigns, hall pikes;
Serjeants, hawits.

On leaving *orwi Y about the middle of June, Farrington’s Regiment marched to
Mnariome L th, and ~whis) theie we find that John Wright, Esq. "took the Oath® and received the
Conmigsion of “Cap ain-Lieutenant,” he thus became the senlor Subaltern, who commanded
\e Colonels “ompany. The Colonel dally pay of that time was as follows:- as Colonel 12s.
as Capwols 8. h.aking one pound In total. The pay of a Lleutenant was 4 shillings a day; that
of a Se-le.", 1.6d; Corporal, 1s. and a Private soldler 8 pence a day. Leaving Portsmouth In
October, *he Regiment took up quarters In various towns In Dorsetshire, Somerset, and
Devuns’dre. In December 40 men marched from Norwich to join the Regiment, which in the
meanwhile had been concentrated at Exeter.

In that year too, 1694, a yearly deduction of one day’s pay was first inroduced, o be

made from all Ranks, and this was applied towards the purchase of Land, the buliding of the -

Royal Hospltal at Chelsea, and the better maintenance of such superannusi=d and disabled
Officers and Soldiers as should be provided for therein.

300 YEARS SERVIGE
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Worcestershire Regiment

'mmmmdammmwumhm.m'm
wrote Lt. General Sir Brian Horrocks.
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went wrong In battle.”

For 300 years the 29th Foot seem to have taken part in nearly .l t'e famous wars
fought by the British Army In order to maintain the balance of power ' E.wepe. Nor zid hooy
contine thelr activities to land battles, but also played a prominent part Jcting ag "Ma.uN :S,"
when, on “The Glorious 1st of June In 1794, the British Fleet uns~r Lord Howe efe “ted the
French.

Later on, two-thirds of the battalion were lost @riny the battle ¢ Albuhera, fought In
1811. The Duke of Wellington, who was not given ¥ pay'ng under.c.vea compliments sent
this dispatch from the Peninsula on 12th Septemb.er, 1¢ 09:

“1 wish very much that some measure: . rovid be adr 2 au *u get some recrults for the

mnmnnmﬂw,!bm*vmmmwmmm
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Talavera.®

Them came the i h W ars and tie \dian Mutiny, when the 26th again distinguished
themselves.

It Is rar. for Individual ur 't to be singled out for special praise by the commander
in Chief bit wollhigion's trioute was repeated In the 1914 - 1918 war by Sir John French,
when the 2nJ battalion 1auc: btedly saved the B.E.F., at Gheluvelt, when he wrote:

“1naallyof tre 1stnhishnandnmcnptmaotmevﬂhgeol6heluveuatswutine
mmugnm,’f:mmmnmmqm If any one unit can be singled out for
spenip’ Sraie It Is the WORCESTERSHIRE.®
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It Is not too much to clalm that the work of the Military Lodges played some part in
tempering the Regiments of the British Army Into the Incomparable weapon they were, and
are. Once within the portals of the Regimental Lodge, where all external distinction of Rank
were lald aslde, a man’s self-respect was fostered, and a mutual regard and even affect).n
was encouraged between officers and men which bullt up the Esprit de Corps, the Pride ur
every Regiment.

it was the Irish Invention of the Warrant, which made the erection of tra <! g.\odges
possible. There Is little doubt that, to the soldier Mason the Warrant of his Lodge 1.7id a place
In his heart, second only to the Colours.

While at Kilkenny, Ireland, a Warrant No. 322 from the Grami Lu ‘ge of Ireicaa, davd
mamyiwsommuwm:mmwmmmmmxum

Belng warranted In the Regiment, the Lodge I8 nv« afilated 10 a.v District or
Province, as In the case of Garrison Military Lodges, or Stat'onarv Lodges. 1t i directly under
the Jurisdiction of Grand Lodge, and all communications =re with the Grand . ouge Secretary
direct, or via the army agent.

Except for two or three occasions whentt e | naye went in o ~:'spended animation due
to world wars, it has remalned an Integral pa~: of th.s Regimen. ev-. sirce.

The "Lodge Glittering Star* over [ s lony histo-v (1.0, In lts 235th year) has had many
notable highlights, | add Just a few fe~ you- nterest.

MASSACHUSE T

Lodge Glitterine Star No. 322 L(. 'a 1 2 major hand in forming the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Massachusevx ju 1768. (Unds.~ de Grand Lodge of Scotiand) with Worshipiul
Brother Joseph . uTe, who in 17 5 was killed at Buniker Hil, the first battie of the War of
Independence. - .'e \as appoli«en [ ovincial Grand Masler with jurisdiction over Ancient
Masons In'Bo ton, New Epala.d arp) within 100 miles. He duly installed his Officers at
Masons H.il, Greev. Dragur | wermn Bosion, on 30 December 1768 when the Master and
Warden: o Lodge 322 L' . wo. e there. Capiain Jeremiah French was elected and installed as
S.G.W'~rw a1 Captor o dnby Molesworth as J.G. Warden, both officers were from the 20th
Regaemt W Foot

Glittering Star’s part In this was recognised on the BI-
Centenary Installation Ceremony which took place on Saturday 26th
April, 1859 at the Regimental Headquarters, The Worcestershire
Regiment, Norton Barracks, Yorcester, when a solid sliver 24" gauge
was presented by Massachusetts Grand Lodge. W.Bro. J.W. Seabrook
was Installed as Master, and over 300 attended. Among the notable
guests were; Deputy Grand Master of Ireland; Irish Grand Secretary;
Rt W.Bro. Major General Sir Allan H.S. Adalr, Assistant Grand Master
of the U.G.L of England & the Grand Chaplain. The Rt Hon the Lord
Salton, Past G.M.M. of Scotland.




THE KNIGHT TEMPLAR DEGREE.

Phllip Crossle, the distinguished Masonic historian and writer of Dublin has stated that
brethren from "Gliitering Star® were responsible for the Introduction of the "TEMPLAR
MASONRY" In Halifax, Nova Scotia in 1765, and later at Boston.

The TOWER of LONDON.

On the 3rd June, 1938 Lodge Glittering Star held the first and only Masc ai~ Ludge
meeting In the Tower of London. The First Battallon of the Worcestershire Regir.cnt wus then
In Garrison In the Tower. At that time Fleld-Marshal Sir Claud Jacob, G.C.E.. wis _onstzY'a
of the Tower and Colonel of the Reglment. He was also a Past Senior Cran1 "Varden of tho
Grand Lodge of England and an Honourary Member of Glittering Star. A ~peclal meda'"«xs
struck to commemorate the meeting. On that occaslon Bro. Bt. Hon. The Euvl of
Donoughmore, M.W.Grand Master of Ireland opened the Lodge a1 ¢ was supgnteu by the
presence-of Bro. Rt. Hon. Lord Saltoun, P.G.M.M. of Scotlanc, a. d bio. Ger.e."l {'r Francls
Davles, Deputy Grand Master of England, and Provinclal Grana Maater of Worce. stershire.

FREEMASONRY IN THE FORCES.

Mititary Lodges date back to 1732, wk v« i a Furst Foo!, t*.@ Royal's, was Issued with
a travelling Warrant No.11 by the Grand LodZ2 v* "eland. Sincs % en a total of 561 Warrants
have been Issued to the Britjsh Army:-

Irish 21

Antient w3

Scottish 34

Loca’ 118

Mot v 42 Q.o ding the 3 ships Warrants)
oL Ludge. 1

Totar.. -8

Of the \many thousand o® Masonic Lodges spaced around the world, there are only
now two “Tra« 2lhg Milltary Lod; es.” left, the other being St Patrick’s Lodge No. 295 L.C.
dating bick ‘o 1758, and hel In the 4/7th Royal Dragoon Guards. Over the past year both
Lodges lav worked tayr h or, and Glittering Star has had the honour to asset In passing and
raising a number of It. Pauick’s members.

llany “Woo~stershire & Warwickshire Masons,” have helped to keep this Lodge
remiining octive wnd we owe a great deal to the untiring work of our Past Masters, V.W.Bros;
« Im 3ate; Ra, "eadbeater; Bill Stringes; Arthur Lambest, and Charles Strimpton.

To end with It is a matter of conjecture the part to be played by Freemasons in
general, and Lodge Gilittering Star In particular, In the Armed Forces of the Crown. May |
conclude these few short items of history of the Lodge, by quoting from a letter written to the
Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion In 1948.

“It is certaln that any organisation which had connected eaistence withinthe Regiment
for nearly 200 years must be an Influence.of Good."




200 years ago.

The "GLORIOUS 1st of JUNE, 1794"

In the year 1794, when the 29th Regiment were serving as "MARINES"
on board Lord Howe’s Channel Fleet, a great sea battle took place
between the British ships and the French Fleet. This action later,
became known as "The Glorious 1st of June,” and to mark Its 200th
anniversary, when the 29th had the honour to

“Borne on Badge as embellishment
The NAVAL CROWN.®

I once again relive for a few moments, that great day

In the regiments history. The 26th was on duty on five ship
being; H.M.S. Brunswick, Ramililles,

Alfred, Glory and Thunderer,

all first ratings of 74 guns

but for Glory which had 98.
From the Log of H.M.S. Alfred, i
“Had two ensigns shot away with the siaff, shx men ;

s
wounded. The Rattler brought orders for us to take /
possession of a dismasted French ship. Sent an /
officer on board, and found her to be the v N
"Vengeur,” of 74 guns. Holsled out all our ; [/ <3
bomwlmharpenpln.smbm:lnklng
In about an hour. Got out 213 men, when she
wont down with the rest at 7,
Took "La Juste,” of 80 guns, In tow after actir,..*
'00 years ago.
1894,

1.94, Law the Regiment at Kamptee. The lodge lost no
.me In finding quarters with which 1o work. The cost
Ir. central Indla being cheaper that at Poona, the
monthly subs was reduced from Rs.3 to Rs.2.
Apparently the system of levying fines did not meet with
general approval and Bye-Law 9 related to fines was
cancelled.

It Is recorded that "An Excellent Master’s® certificate
was forwarded from Lodge Horeb, and presented to Bro.
Norton, by the W.Master. The name Brother Carleton, S.D. Is
recorded many times In the minutes, | shall not dwell on the
reason here. W.Bro. Carleton dled In 1950, and to mark his
long assoclation with the Lodge his three sons presented the
lodge with the *Carleton Jewel® which today Is worn by the
Master. They presented the Lodge with thelr farther’s G.L. Certificate
& Past Master Certificate. At the time of the Bl-centenary (1959) all
three sons were members of 322. |.C.

The last meeting at Kamptee was held on 2¢th September and the
Regiment moved on to Rangoon, holding its first meeting there In the
November,




IRISH FREEMASONRY

Irish Freemasonry Is the second eldest Grand Lodge In the World, and the Grand
Lodge of Ireland was the first to Issue ambulatory warranis to Regiments In the british Army.
After the Battle of Waterioo (1815) Military Lodges began to die out, but there are still two
working under the Irish Constitution.

By 1760 at the latest, the Irish ritual had assumed very much the form as I8 In u%e
today. Up to 1875 Irish Lodges Installed their Masters on two occaslons each year, on the o
days of St. JOHN. Glittering Star, Installation Is on St. Patrick’s Day. Since that date there ). as
been only one Installation, on or after 27th December. Some of the other points of d%.fer.~.es
in the two Constitutions (although the substance of the systems Is of course, @ 3ame)

include: -

-

oaw

Ll

7.

in Ireland all Officers (with limited exceptions) In Gra J ! noge, Prov'.cla
Grand Lodges, are filled by Election not by appointment.

England dose not have a Grand Lodge of InstructiZ:.

All Irish Grand Lodge Officers are elther Rt. W. or *.. V.

Ireland still has Overseas Provinces. (Distriuts i England Lim 2 1065)

The term "Installation” applles In Ireland p~t ¢ly to the Master, but to both
Wardens; the other officers being "procy. imel."

With the exception of the Instructions ‘o the New Mas’c,, wh.ch are restricted
to a concave of Installed Masters, it e ent) e Installetic. Is carried out In Open
Lodge In the First Degree.

No brother can be Installed (f 2c?2d 1o an ~i%cx) without written approval
of Grand Lodge.

No one who Is maimed, «ir I=my, or defe( tiv> can be admitted as a candidate
except by Dispensati~z:

When the Initiate Is ( estoed to ! X, his uttention Is drawn to the attitude of
the Brethren ga'nerea rouns tho Jlter. On the one hand he sees hands
stretched out In “Z«come an? i.llowship; on the other backs turned In
indifferencs, vo king tooi. snatch,2d up as hostile weapons, and drawn swords
etc. A v.2i1ing of what 7@ i ight expect (symbolically) if he fall to keep his
unde oKing.

The Siaps or distine 've 1. odes of progression, are unknown In Irish Masonry.
The English *Jeim °g Cro." Is In Ireland “Affiliated.”

an Affiliating Brc . F.0l. takes precedence immediately after .the W.M. of the
year In which he affillated, and not placed at the bottom of the roll as In
Englane’.

An Iris, Lodg) secretary must be a P.M. except by special dispensation.
M- o8 vihen confirmed are signed by the secretary as well as by the W.M.
" rac'n/j Boards are NOT used In Irish masonry workings.

1 ~land forblds the printing of books of ritual.

rish Aprons are Invarlably worn UNDER the jacket; this Is because candidates
are "Clothed" while still clad for the ceremony.

No Royal Arch Jewels may be worn In a Craft Lodge, nor craft Jewels in a
Chapter.

All Charges are read.

This beautifully cut Seal on the Wasrants and Certificates of G.L,
from circa 177310 1808, being a thin layer on red wax placed between
a small square of paper and the d and then embosed in a
stoel press.
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